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A Comparative Study of Law About New Plant Varieties Between China and Japan

Li Rumin Zhu Wenyu
(School of Humanities and Law, Northeast Forestry University, Harbin 150040, China)

Abstract; The protection of new plant varieties is an important way to maintain the diversity of genetic
resources and promote technology innovation in agriculture and forestry. Japan is the first country in Asia to
protect new plant varieties with laws and also the only Asian country to promote the transformation of the
UPOV1978 text to the UPOV1991 text. Thus it has rich experiences and a long history in protecting new
varieties of plants. This paper analyzes the development process of laws related to new plant varieties in
Japan, compares the differences in protection objects, main authorization requirements, generation and
protection period of rights, farmers” privileges, variety registration system and legal responsibilities between
China and Japan, and then summarizes the advantages and characteristics of Japanese laws on new plant
varieties. With an eye on China$ national conditions, this paper puts forward suggestions for the gaps of laws
on the new plant varieties protection in China, which is expected to provide legal supports for the
development of agricultural and forestry industries in China.
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